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BACKWARD MOVEMENT INDICATOR
APPARATUS FOR A VEHICLE

BACKGROUND

The present application relates to vehicles moving back-
wards, and is particularly directed to a backward movement
indicator apparatus for a vehicle, such as a truck.

When a truck driver desires to backup the truck, the driver
shifts transmission of the truck into reverse gear. In some
trucks, a position sensor is operatively coupled to the trans-
mission to detect when the transmission is in reverse gear. The
reverse gear position sensor provides a signal when the
reverse gear position sensor detects that the transmission is in
reverse gear. A drawback in using a reverse gear position
sensor is that sometimes the truck may not actually be moving
backwards even though the signal from the reverse gear posi-
tion sensor indicates otherwise. Another drawback in using a
reverse gear position sensor is that sometimes the truck can be
moving backwards without the transmission being in reverse
gear. A reverse gear position sensor can therefore sometimes
provide either a false indication of the truck moving back-
wards or a false indication of the truck not moving backwards.

In some other trucks, a speed sensor is operatively coupled
to a wheel of the truck to provide a signal indicative of ground
speed of the vehicle. In this case, some types of wheel speed
sensors and exciter ring assemblies provide a signal indica-
tive of the truck moving backwards when the wheel speed
sensor detects that the truck wheels are turning in the back-
ward direction at a rate which exceeds a predetermined rate.
A drawback in using a wheel speed sensor is that sometimes
the truck may actually be moving backwards even though the
signal from the wheel speed sensor indicates otherwise. This
can occur because a typical variable reluctance wheel speed
sensor does not produce an output at very tow wheel turning
speeds such as when the truck is rolling slowly backwards. It
would be desirable to provide a reverse movement indicator
apparatus which provides a true indication of when the truck
is actually moving backwards.

SUMMARY

In accordance with one embodiment, a backward move-
ment indicator apparatus is provided for a vehicle having an
alert device. The backward movement indicator apparatus
comprises an image capture device arranged to capture image
data which is representative of objects in vicinity of the
vehicle. The backward movement apparatus further com-
prises an electronic controller arranged to process the cap-
tured image data to provide a signal which is indicative of the
vehicle moving backwards.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram showing a backward
movement indicator apparatus constructed in accordance
with an embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram depicting a method of operation of
the backward movement indicator apparatus of FIG. 1 in
accordance with an embodiment.

FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 3C show successive image frames
which are captured and processed in the method of FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 1, apparatus 10 is provided for use in a
vehicle such as a truck. Apparatus 10 is constructed in accor-
dance with one embodiment.
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Image capture device 12 captures image data which is
representative of objects in front of the vehicle. Image capture
device 12 may be mounted on a dashboard of the vehicle.
Other mounting locations for image capture device 12 are
possible. As an example, image capture device 12 may com-
prise a forward looking camera such as the one available in
the Autovue® lane departure warning system from Bendix
Commercial Vehicle Systems LL.C located in Elyria, Ohio.
Camera 12 truly comprise any conventional type of high-
speed digital video camera which captures image data in real
time.

Radar device 16 captures radar data which is representative
of objects in front of the vehicle. Radar device 16 may be
mounted in front bumper area or hood area of the vehicle.
Other mounting locations for radar device 16 are possible. As
an example, radar device 16 may comprise the radar detector
as found in the Wingman® ACB system available from Ben-
dix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC located in Elyria,
Ohio. Radar 16 may comprise any conventional type of radar
suitable for use in a vehicle. Although camera 12 and radar 16
are shown separately in FIG. 1, it is conceivable that they may
be integrated as a single unit.

Electronic controller 20 receives captured image data from
camera 12, and stores the captured image data in image data
memory 14. Controller 20 also receives captured radar data
from radar 16, and stores the captured radar data in radar data
memory 18. Controller 20, camera 12, image data memory
14, radar 16, and radar data memory 18 may comprise part of
a conventional vehicle visioning system, as is known. Certain
components of the vehicle visioning system may depend
upon the particular type of vehicle in which the visioning
system is installed. Structure and operation of vehicle vision-
ing systems including controllers, cameras, radars, and data
memories are known and, therefore, will not be described.

Controller 20 provides one or more signals to alert device
22. Alert device 22 may be located in the vehicle and may
include any combination of visual, audible, and haptic
devices, for examples. Alternatively, or in addition to, alert
device 22 may be located outside of the vehicle and may
include any combination of visual and audible devices, for
examples.

Components of apparatus 10 may be powered on when
vehicle ignition is turned on. Components of apparatus 10
co-operate to provide an indicator that the vehicle is moving
backwards when the vehicle is actually moving backwards.
The backward movement indicator is provided in accordance
with a method to be described hereinbelow.

Referring to FIG. 2, flow diagram 200 depicts operation of
apparatus 10 of FIG. 1 in accordance with one embodiment.
Program instructions for enabling controller 20 shown in
FIG. 1 to perform operation steps in accordance with flow
diagram 200 shown in FIG. 2 may be embedded in memory
internal to controller 20. Alternatively, or in addition to, pro-
gram instructions may be stored in memory external to con-
troller 20. As an example, program instructions may be stored
in memory internal to a different controller of the vehicle.
Program instructions may be stored on any type of program
storage media including, but not limited to, external hard
drives, flash drives, and compact discs. Program instructions
may be reprogrammed depending upon features of the par-
ticular controller.

Reference to FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 3C will be made as steps
contained in flow diagram 200 are being described hereinbe-
low. In step 202, camera 12 captures successive frames of
images in forward direction of the vehicle. A first frame 40 is
showninFIG.3A, asecond frame 50 is shown in FIG. 3B, and
a third frame 60 is shown in FIG. 3C. First frame 40 is
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captured at a first time, second frame 50 is captured at a
second time which is after the first time, and third frame 60 is
captured at a third time which is after the second time. As
shown in each of FIGS. 3A, 3B, 3C, an imaginary grid 70 is
superimposed on top of each image frame. Imaginary grid 70
facilitates visualization of displacement vectors between suc-
cessive image frames as will be described herein.

In step 203, radar 16 (FIG. 1) captures radar data which is
representative of relative locations of a number of objects in
front of the vehicle, and stores the captured radar data in radar
data memory 18. The captured radar data is then processed to
classify the objects in front of the vehicle, as shown in step
204. The captured radar data may be processed to immedi-
ately reject some of the objects from consideration, resulting
in “bright spots” for use in further image data processing, as
will be described in detail hereinbelow. Techniques for cap-
turing radar data and then processing the radar data to classify
objects are known and, therefore, will not be described.

In step 205, controller 20 processes first frame 40 (FIG.
3A) of the captured images to identify location of a plurality
of objects in first frame 40. As shown in FIG. 3A, three
different example objects 41, 42, 43 are shown. The three
objects 41,42, 43 identified in first frame 40 are a subset of the
number of objects in front of the vehicle as classified by the
captured radar data from step 203. Location of each of the
objects 41, 42, 43 in first frame 40 is identified based upon the
captured radar data from step 203. Each of the objects 41, 42,
43 comprises a relatively bright spot 41a, 42a, 43a, respec-
tively, in first frame 40. Object 41 is a sport utility vehicle
(“SUV”), object 42 is a window of a building 44, and object
43 is a car. The combined use of radar data from radar 16 and
image data from camera 12 results in identification of rela-
tively high quality bright spots such as the SUV 41, the
window 42, and the car 43.

Bright spot 41a of SUV 41 is represented as a dashed-line
circle with its center being, the brightest point of spot 41a.
Bright spot 42a of window 42 is represented as a clashed-line
circle with its center being the brightest point of spot 42a.
Bright spot 43a of car 43 is represented as a dashed-line circle
with its center being the brightest point of spot 434. Building
44 has a roofline 45, a ground line 46, a set of doors 47, and
other windows as shown in FIG. 3A. A tree 48 is located next
to building. In step 206, controller 20 processes the next
image frame (i.e., second frame 50 shown in FIG. 3B) of the
captured images to identify locations of the three objects 41,
42, 43.

Then, in step 208, controller 20 calculates a respective
displacement vector for each of the three objects 41, 42, 43
based upon comparing the locations of the three objects in the
second frame 50 relative to the locations of the three objects
in the first frame 40. As shown in FIG. 3B, a displacement
vector 51 is associated with first object 41, a displacement
vector 52 is associated with second object 42, and a displace-
ment vector 53 is associated with third object 43. More spe-
cifically, displacement vector 51 extends between where cen-
ter of bright spot 41a of object 41 was in first frame 40 (FIG.
3A) and where center of bright spot 415 of object 41 is now in
second frame 50 (FIG. 3B). Displacement vector 52 extends
between where center of bright spot 42a of object 42 was in
first frame 40 (FIG. 3A) and where center of bright spot 425
of'object52 is now in second frame 50 (FIG. 3B). Since object
42 did not move much from its position in first frame 40
shown in FIG. 3A to its new position in second frame 50
shown in FIG. 3B, displacement vector 52 is relatively short
and is, therefore, shown as a small dark patch in FIG. 3B.
Similarly, displacement vector 53 extends between where
center of bright spot 43a of object 43 was in first frame 40
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(FIG. 3A) and where center of bright spot 435 of object 53 is
now shown in second frame 50 (FIG. 3B).

In step 210, each calculated displacement vector from step
208 is placed into a respective vector group. In this example,
displacement vector 51 associated with first object 41 is
placed into a first vector group, displacement vector 52 asso-
ciated with second object 42 is placed into a second vector
group, and displacement vector 53 associated with third
object 43 is placed into a third vector group.

In step 212, controller 20 analyzes vectors contained in
each of the different vectors groups (i.e., in each of the first,
second, and third vector groups in this example). A determi-
nation is then made in step 214 as to whether the vehicle is
moving backwards based upon the analysis of the vectors
contained in each of the different vector groups. As an
example, vectors are analyzed by comparing lengths and
directions of vectors contained in successive image frames to
determine if the vehicle is moving backwards. Techniques of
vector analysis are known and, therefore, will not be
described.

If determination in step 214 is negative (i.e., the vehicle is
determined to be not moving backwards), then the process
proceeds to step 230 in which the next image frame is
retrieved from image data memory 14 (FIG. 1). The process
then returns back to step 202 to process this next image frame
(i.e., third frame 60 shown in FIG. 3C) in the same manner as
justdescribed hereinabove for second frame 50 shown in FIG.
3B.

When process returns back to step 202, controller 20 cal-
culates another respective displacement vector for each of the
three objects 41, 42, 43 based upon comparing the locations
of the three objects in third frame 60 shown in FIG. 3C
relative to the locations of the three objects in the second
frame 50 shown in FIG. 3B. As shown in FIG. 3C, displace-
ment vector 61 is associated with first object 41, displacement
vector 62 is associated with second object 42, and displace-
ment vector 63 is associated with third object 43. Displace-
ment vector 61 extends between where center of bright spot
415 first object 41 was in second frame 50 (FIG. 3B) and
where center of bright spot 41¢ of object 41 is now in third
frame 60 (FI1G. 3C). Displacement vector 62 extends between
where center of bright spot 425 of second Object 42 was in
second frame 50 (FIG. 3B) and where center of bright spot
42c¢ of second object 42 is now in third frame 60 (FIG. 3C).
Since object 42 did not move much from its position in second
frame 50 shown in FIG. 3B to its new position in third frame
60 shown in FIG. 3C, displacement vector 62 is relatively
short and is, therefore, shown as a small dark patch in FIG.
3C. Similarly, displacement vector 63 extends between where
center of bright spot 435 of object 43 was in second frame 50
(FIG. 3B) and where center of bright spot 43¢ of object 43 is
now in third frame 60 (FIG. 3C).

Displacement vector 61 associated with first object 41 is
placed into the first vector group, displacement vector 62
associated with second object 42 is placed into the second
vector group, and displacement vector 63 associated with
third object 43 is placed into the third vector group. The first
vector group now contains displacement vector 51 shown in
FIG. 3B and displacement vector 61 shown in FIG. 3C. The
second vector group now contains displacement vector 52
shown in FIG. 3B and displacement vector 62 shown in FIG.
3C. The third vector group now contains displacement vector
53 shown in FIG. 3B and displacement better 63 shown in
FIG. 3C.

However, if determination back in step 214 is affirmative
(i.e., the vehicle is determined to be moving backwards), the
process proceeds to step 216. In step 216, controller 20 sends
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either a signal to alert device 22 to activate alert device 22 to
alert a person that the vehicle is moving backwards or a signal
directly to the vehicle bus indicating that the vehicle is mov-
ing in reverse to allow the vehicle bus to be read by another
controller on the vehicle.

It is understood that the three frames 40, 50, 60 and the
imaginary grid 70 shown in FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 3C are shown
exaggerated for purposes of description. In actuality, many
frames are captured per second, imaginary grid 70 is much
finer, and many displacement vectors for objects are calcu-
lated. For example, camera 12 may provide images with
640x480 pixel resolution, and may capture images at thirty
frames per second, for example. Imaginary grid 70 may com-
prise a 1:1 grid, for example.

It should be apparent that backward movement of the
vehicle is inferred by performing frame-by-frame analysis of
displacement vectors which are associated with bright objects
contained in successive image frames.

It should also be apparent that either a person in the vehicle
(such as the vehicle driver) or a person outside of the vehicle
such as a person working in vicinity of the vehicle), or both,
are provided with an alert or a warning that the vehicle is
moving backwards. The alert or the warning that the vehicle
is moving backwards is provided without the use of any wheel
speed sensor and without the use of any reverse gear position
sensor. A true indication of the vehicle actually moving back-
wards is thereby provided. The true indication is independent
of any signal from a wheel speed sensor and is independent of
any signal from a reverse gear position sensor. Accordingly, a
true indication of the vehicle moving backwards is provided
even though signals from wheel sensors of the vehicle may be
inadequate to provide such an indication.

It should further be apparent that the above-described
apparatus 10 provides an enhanced automatic backup alerting
system for the vehicle, whether the vehicle is backing up
intentionally (such as when the vehicle driver is reversing the
vehicle), or the vehicle is backing up unintentionally (such as
when the vehicle is rolling slowly backwards under influence
of gravity). The backup alerting system is automatic in that an
alert or a warning may be provided without any intervention
by the vehicle driver.

Although the above description describes an embodiment
in which pixels representing part of the object itself are iden-
tified and processed to calculate displacement vectors, it is
conceivable that pixels in the vicinity of the object may be
identified and used as reference pixels to calculate displace-
ment vectors for the object. As an example, a pixel which
represents the closest road surface adjacent to a pedestrian
(i.e., an object) may be used as a first reference pixel to
calculate a first displacement vector for this object, and
another pixel which represents the closest road surface adja-
cent to a lamp post (i.e., another object) may be used as a
second reference pixel to calculate a second displacement
vector for this object. In this example, if a determination is
made that both the first and second displacement vectors are
increasing in length but the estimated distance between the
first and second reference pixels is remaining the same, then
a conclusion can be made that the vehicle is moving back-
wards. Alternatively, or in addition to, if a determination is
made that either the first displacement vector or the second
displacement vector, or both, are remaining the same but the
distance between at least one of the objects and the vehicle is
increasing, then a conclusion can be made that the vehicle is
moving backwards. Other embodiments are also possible.

Also, although the above description describes three
objects being identified in successive image frames, it is
conceivable that any number of objects be identified. As an
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example, only two objects may be identified in successive
image frames. Accordingly, it is conceivable that any number
of displacement vector groups may be defined and used for
determining if the vehicle is moving backwards.

Further, although the above description describes profiles
of relatively bright objects being identified in successive
frames of images, it is conceivable that profiles of relatively
non-bright objects be identified. Objects may be either mov-
able objects or stationary objects. Movable objects (bright
and non-bright) include cars, trucks, pedestrians, and motor-
cycles, for examples. Stationary objects (bright and non-
bright) include lamp posts, traffic lights, and sign posts, for
examples. These are only examples of objects, and other
objects are possible.

Although the above description describes use of one elec-
tronic controller, it is conceivable that any number of elec-
tronic controllers may be used. As an example, either camera
12 may have its own dedicated electronic controller or radar
16 may have its own dedicated electronic controller, or both
may have its own dedicated electronic controller. Moreover, it
is conceivable that any type of electronic controller may be
used. Suitable electronic controllers for use in vehicles are
known and, therefore, have not been described.

Also, although the above description describes controller
20 as continuously processing video image data from camera
12, it is conceivable that image data processing ceases when
ground speed of the vehicle exceeds a predetermined speed
threshold value. Ground speed of the vehicle can be read from
the vehicle bus or from wheel speed sensors. Wheel speed
sensors may comprise variable reluctance wheel sensors
which begin producing signals when ground speed of the
vehicle reaches about three to five miles per hour.

Also, although the above description describes apparatus
10 as comprising a combination of camera 12 and radar 16, it
is conceivable that apparatus 10 may include only camera 12
and not a radar. In this case, blocks 16 and 18 shown in FIG.
1 would be omitted, and steps 203 and 204 shown in FIG. 2
would be omitted.

Further, although the above description describes camera
12 as being a video camera which captures real-time image
data, it is conceivable that a picture camera which captures
still-frames be used. As an example, camera 12 may comprise
a color camera which provides single screen shots of color
pictures. It should be apparent that a single video frame from
a video camera may be thought of as a single screen shot.

Although the above description describes camera 12 being
mounted on front of the vehicle (such as on the dashboard), it
is conceivable that camera 12 may be mounted at a location
which is other than on front of the vehicle. As examples,
camera 12 may be mounted on one side of the vehicle or at
rear of the vehicle. It is also conceivable that camera 12
captures image data which is representative of objects in
vicinity of and in other than front of the vehicle. As an
example, camera 12 may capture image data which is repre-
sentative of objects in back of the vehicle. In this example,
rules contained in algorithms for determining if the vehicle is
moving backwards need to be modified accordingly based on
the fact that objects are now in back of the vehicle and not in
front of the vehicle.

Also, although the above description describes apparatus
10 being used in a heavy vehicle such as a truck, it is con-
ceivable that apparatus 10 may be used in a non-heavy vehicle
such as a passenger car. It is also conceivable that apparatus
10 may be used in other types of “vehicles” such as busses,
airport passenger trams, golf carts, railway cars, bulldozers,
fork lifts, and the like where backward movement of the
vehicle is possible.
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While the present invention has been illustrated by the
description of example processes and system components,
and white the various processes and components have been
described in detail, applicant does not intend to restrict or in
any way limit the scope of the appended claims to such detail.
Additional modifications will also readily appear to those
skilled in the art. The invention in its broadest aspects is
therefore not limited to the specific details, implementations,
or illustrative examples shown and described. Accordingly,
departures may be made from such details without departing
from the spirit or scope of applicant’s general inventive con-
cept.

What is claimed is:

1. A backward movement indicator apparatus for a vehicle
having an alert device, the backward movement indicator
apparatus comprising:

an image capture device arranged to capture image data

which is representative of objects in front of the vehicle;

a radar device arranged to capture radar data which is

representative of objects in front of the vehicle; and

an electronic controller arranged to process the captured

radar data to identify a first, second and third stationary
objects in front of the vehicle and to compare the of
relative positions of the first, second and third stationary
objects in a first and second captured image to determine
if the vehicle is moving backwards and to provide a
signal to activate the alert device which is indicative of
the vehicle moving backwards in response to determin-
ing the vehicle is moving backward.

2. A backward movement indicator apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the electronic controller arranged to com-
pare the first and second captured images includes the elec-
tronic controller arranged to identify the first, second and
third stationary objects in the first and second captured
images and to calculate a plurality of displacement vectors for
each of the first, second and third stationary objects.

3. A backward movement indicator apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein the electronic controller arranged to com-
pare the first and second captured images includes the elec-
tronic controller arranged to place each of the calculated
displacement vectors into a respective vector group which is
associated with a respective one of the first, second and third
stationary objects.

4. A backward movement indicator apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the combination of the captured radar data
and the captured image data comprises a plurality of high
quality bright spots which are representative of the first, sec-
ond and third stationary objects in vicinity of the vehicle.

5. A backward movement indicator apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the electronic controller is arranged to apply
the signal to the alert device to alert a person that the vehicle
is moving backwards.

6. A backward movement indicator apparatus according to
claim 5, wherein the electronic controller arranged to apply
the signal includes the electronic controller arranged to apply
the signal to the alert device to alert a person in the vehicle that
the vehicle is moving backwards.

7. A backward movement indicator apparatus according to
claim 5, wherein the electronic controller arranged to apply
the signal includes the electronic controller arranged to apply
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the signal to the alert device to alert a person outside of the
vehicle that the vehicle is moving backwards.

8. A backward movement indicator apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the image capture device includes a dedi-
cated controller which communicates with the electronic con-
troller.

9. A backward movement indicator apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the electronic controller is arranged to cease
processing of captured image data when ground speed of the
vehicle is determined to exceed a predetermined speed
threshold value.

10. A non-transitory computer readable medium readable
by a computer having a memory, the medium tangibly
embodying one or more programs of instructions executable
by the computer to perform method steps for processing
images of stationary objects in vicinity of a vehicle having an
alert device, the method comprising the steps of:

receiving radar data to classify a first and a second station-

ary object in vicinity of the vehicle;

receiving a first image from an image capture device con-

taining the first and second stationary objects in vicinity
of the vehicle at a first time;

receiving a second image containing the first and second

stationary objects in the vicinity of the vehicle at a sec-
ond time which is after the first time; and
determining if the vehicle is moving backwards based upon
(1) a comparison of the relative positions of the first
stationary object in the first and second images, and (ii)
a comparison of the relative positions of the second
stationary object in the first and second images;

wherein (i) each of the first and second images also con-
tains a third stationary object, (ii) the determining if the
vehicle is moving backwards is also based upon the
relative positions of the third stationary object in the first
and second images, and (iii) sending a signal to activate
the alert device occurs when a determination is made
that the vehicle is moving backwards based upon the
comparison of the relative positions of the first station-
ary object in the first and second images, the comparison
of the relative positions of the second stationary objectin
the first and second images, and the comparison of the
relative positions of the third stationary object in the first
and second images.

11. A non-transitory computer readable medium according
to claim 10, wherein sending a signal to activate the alert
device to alert a person that the vehicle is moving backwards
includes sending a signal to activate the alert device to alert
either a person in the vehicle that the vehicle is moving
backwards or a person outside of the vehicle that the vehicle
is moving backwards.

12. A non-transitory computer readable medium according
to claim 10, wherein (i) receiving a first image containing first
and second stationary objects in vicinity of the vehicle at a
first time includes receiving the first image containing the first
and second stationary objects in front of the vehicle at the first
time, and receiving a second image containing the first and
second stationary objects in vicinity of the vehicle at a second
time includes receiving the second image containing the first
and second stationary objects in front of the vehicle at the
second time.



